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Vinyl 2010: an innovative approach
Vinyl 2010 is a unique example of an ‘industry embracing’
Voluntary Commitment; a 10-year programme with defined
targets and deadlines to:
–

minimise environmental impact of productions

–

responsibly use chemicals (plasticisers & stabilisers)

–

minimise environmental impact of products at end-of-life

–

continue to increase overall scientific knowledge

–

set up recycling schemes

and it’s a registered Partnership with the
Secretariat of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development

Vinyl 2010

The Vinyl 2010 voluntary commitment was established in 2000 by the
four associations representing the PVC industry in Europe:
the European Council of Vinyl Manufacturers
the European Plastics Converters
the European Stabilisers Producers Association
the European Council for Plasticisers and Intermediates

PVC: is a really useful plastic

 Durable, strong, lightweight, versatile
 Applications conserve resources and energy
 It promotes prosperity and quality of life
- and it’s inexpensive

compared to other polymers

A Commitment to Transparency
• Aim for maximum dialogue and involvement with
stakeholders and policy makers
• Independent Monitoring Committee, bringing
together representatives from:
• the European Parliament
• the European Commission
• Trade Unions
• Consumers’ Associations
• Working hard to include environmental NGOs
• Annual, independently audited, progress report

Vinyl 2010 Essay Competition
• Vinyl 2010 Sustainable Development Essay Competition, why?
–
–
–
–
–
–

Involve young European in the SD debate
Have a fresh point of view on strategies
Building on the think tank positioning...
...extending stakeholder networks
Entries from all over Europe
Independent Judging Panel of European experts

Essay Competition 2007-2008
•

‘Are sustainable development and economic growth mutually exclusive?'
– Open to 18-30 year old citizens of the European Economic Area
– Chair of the Judging Panel: Nadine Gouzée (Head of the Sustainable
Development Task Force for the Federal Planning Bureau of Belgium)
– Presented at Green Week 2008 and at the UN CSD-16 in New York
providing a unique platform for young people to express their opinions
– Entries from all over Europe
– Winners Maja Derčar (Slovenia), Daniela Jungova
(the Czech Republic) and Francesco Falcone (Italy)

Essay Competition 2008-2009
•

‘Faced with a food and energy crisis, how can society improve its wellbeing?’
– Build on the success of Vinyl 2010 first Sustainable Development Essay
Competition
– Launched in October 2008
– Open to 18-30 year old citizens of the European Economic Area
– Added a global and an industry Prize
– Involved Selene Biffi, coordinator of the UN CSD Major Group Children and
Youth and founder of Youth Action for Change (YAC)
– Media partner Cafebabel.com

Essay Competition 2008-2009
•

‘Faced with a food and energy crisis, how can society improve its wellbeing?’
– 927 pre-registration representing 89 different nationalities from across
Europe and around the world
– 208 essays submitted and evaluated by the Judging Panel
– Winners were Jon Elms, Fiona Wright, and Robert McSweeney, all from the
United Kingdom, for the European Prize Category, and Christian Williams
from New Zealand for the Global Prize Category. The Special Industry Prize
winner is Wei Chao Zhou from Singapore.
– Dedicated website with blog and forum

Lessons learnt
•

‘The strength of this initiative by Vinyl 2010 is addressing youth,
because young people are an essential social force in finding the
solutions to both these critical problems with which society is faced’
Nadine Gouzée

•

Young people are very concerned about society’s common future, and
that they are thinking critically about the viable solutions

•

Many of them also stressed that everyone must take on more
individual responsibility in how they live their lives on a daily basis

•

It is industry’s social responsibility (if really committed to SD) to provide
young people with platform for discussion and help them to participate
to the debate on sustainability

•

Vinyl 2010 Essay Competition shows that industry can contribute to
solving the problems of sustainability, rather than being perceived as
part of the problem

•

Vinyl 2010 would be delighted to maintain this platform as a
permanent forum for discussion on the subject of Sustainable
Development

Experience
•

Younger generation want to be protagonists of their sustainable
future; it is a shared need to make society a better place
– The example of successful initiatives such as the ‘Youth Encounter on
Sustainability (YES)’ courses or the Vinyl 2010 Essay Competition:
sharing information, thoughts and opportunities.
– It gives fresh hope that the potential leaders of tomorrow are already
debating the issues that occupy the leaders we have today.

•

The importance of being ‘heard’
– The existence of a platform able to involve young people in the debate of
sustainable development.
– Showcase the ideas, drive and innovation can really contribute to the
growth of our society.

Experience

•

Exchange views and proposals within an international environment.

•

The challenge of putting forward practical ideas in just 1,000 words.

•

The possibility of being ‘heard’.

•

Reasons to be cheerful…!

Experience
Faced with a food and energy crisis,
how can society improve its well-being?
•

My essay outlines the fact that we already have the necessary ideas
and technology at our disposal to solve our energy and food issues.

•

Despite the pressures, the situation presents an opportunity to see
change for the better.
– With volatile energy and food prices, the incentives are clear to move
towards a more efficient and less wasteful society.
– With action from the bottom-up and the top-down, we could take huge
strides forward in new energy options and food usage.

•

Continuing search for ‘silver bullet’ distracts from the viable options
that are practical and practicable now.

Making PossibilitiesTogether
www.vinyl2010essaycompetition.org
www.vinyl2010.org

