
www.weru.org.ukjonesc24@cf.ac.uk

Sustainability Measurement for Sports 
and Cultural Events 

Joint Actions on Climate Change
Aalborg

June 2009

Calvin Jones, Max Munday, Andrea Collins. 



www.weru.org.ukjonesc24@cf.ac.uk

The project



 

Sponsored by UK Sport in an attempt to pilot 
sustainability management and measurement tools for 
events (also cultural/social impacts)



 

Six pilot events through 2008 (sport, culture, social) & 
mix of quantitative & qualitative approaches;
– ‘State of the art’ assessment
– Carbon accounting
– Environmental management systems



 

Outputs: toolkit & resource set for event managers
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Summary of findings



 

‘Sustainability’ for events is complex;
– Visitor/travel behaviours varied & complicated
– Non-traditional activities hard to account for
– Time limited activity adds concept/methodological issues



 

Organisers not well placed to develop alone
– Complex mesh of partnerships
– Often temporary organisations/locations
– Very limited expertise in-house
– Limited resource and competing audiences
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The UK Sport ‘Event Toolkit’



 

Develop organiser familiarity with issues and 
approaches



 

Advocate need for EMS intrinsically and to access 
UKS/public sector support and funding



 

Develop resource base to help organisers take 
practical steps to measure and reduce environmental 
impact of events
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Conclusions



 

Events are an important arena – not because direct 
impacts/emissions are especially large, but because of 
high profile and potential for behavioural change



 

Systemic problem: complex problems, weak 
institutions



 

UKS project seeks to fill the analytical & management 
gap, utilising both ‘carrots’ and ‘sticks’



 

Encouraging start… but long way to go!
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